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COBBETT’S 
LETTERS TO LANDLORDS, 


On the Agricultural Report 
and Evidence. 


LETTER VIII. 


Uphursborne, Hants, & Nov. 1821. 
LANDLORDS, 

230. You will please to bear 
in mind, that, in the last Letter, 
we had the xmth set of propo- 
sitions before us, and that we 
shewed very clearly, how the 
Committee had deceived them- 
selves into an opinion, that rents 
and prices would not come down 
to, and remain at, the standard of 
1790. But, we did not, in that 
Letter (for fear of tiring ourselves) 
come to the passage, in which the 
Committee conclude their state- 


ment upon this subject. They 


| 





do this in the following words: 
“ Whatever therefore may be the 
‘‘ ultimate operation of the res- 
“toration of the currency upon 
“the nominal rental of the king- 
‘dom, Your Committee incline 
“to believe that it will fall far 
‘* short ef some of the exaggerated 
‘* predictions to which the present 
“alarms have given rise; and 
“ they see no reason to apprehend 
“that the diminution can ullti- 
“mately exceed that proportion 
‘of the increase which, during 
“ the war, grew out of the depre- 
“ ciated value of the currency.” 

231. Now, what does this 
mean’ Why, that the Committee 
do not know how low Peel’s Bill 
will bring prices and rents; but 
that they incline to believe, that it 
will not bring them so Jow as some 
persons (that is William Cobbett) 
have predicted; and that they 

2T 
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see ne reason to fear that the fall 

‘of prices and rents can ever ex- 
weed that portion of the increase 
«tf prices and of rents, which, 
during the war, grew out of the 
fall in the value of money, 

232.. Well! and what then? 
We have seen before, that the 
increase of prices and of rents 
arose wholly out of the fall in the 
value of money ; and, what have 
I predicted more, than that the 
tall will Le equal to the increase, 
and that things will, of course, 
eome to the mark of 1780! The 
Committee speak, however, in 
very faltering accents — here. 
‘They only “ txcline to believe ;” 
which is not very much unlike a 
Yankee’s saying, that he “ expects 
What would a 
Methodist parson, or, indeed, any 


he shall guess.” 


parson, or any priest, say to his 
Sock, who should be only “ in- 
elined to believe” im the truth of 
the Gospel, and who could only 
“* see no reason to fear” dam- 
nation! This is, in. fact, very 
feebly expressing an opinion; 


tent, itis as strongly to do it as 
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the nature of the case warranted. 

233, However, if, for anga- 
ment’s sake, we were to allow, 
that prices and rents. will «ot 
come down quite to the mark of 
1790, what comfort is there here 
for the Landlords? They have 


now to face a debt that requires 


forty mitlions a year instead of 


the nine millions of 1790, when, 
too, observe, there was a real 
diminution of the debt going on. 
This is the grand delusion ; name- 
ly, that things will come to about 
the same stale altogether, that 
they were in before the late wars 
against freedom and for the Bour- 
bons and the Priests, were begun 
by Pitt and his associates. Now, 
if this were to be, all would still 
be well with the Landlords. But, 
this cannot be; for, before the 
wars, the whole amount of the 
year’s taxes was only sixteen mil- 
lions; whereas there is now re= 


quired annually much more than 


fisjty millions ; and, when money 


come (for it is not yet come) to the 
value of the money of 1799, is it 
not evident, that the Landlords 
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must suffer by this state of things ? 
The additional thirty-four millions 
must come, in great part, out of 
the pockets of the Landlords. 
The wages of labour cannot come 
down to the standard of 1790, 
because these wages have to bear 
their proportion of the taxes laid 
on since 1790; and, if wages do 
come nominally down to the siand- 
ard of 1790, pray mark, that 
they cannot really come down to 
that point; for, a part of the 
wages must come out of the poor- 
rates! And, a large part of the 
poor-rates must, in fact, be pai! 
by the Landlord, seeing that, in 
the first instance, they are inva- 
tiably just se much deducted from 
rent. Suppose land tithe-free: 
is it not higher in rent ? And, sup- 
pose a farm poor-rate free, is not 
the rent higher in proportion! It 
is true, that, in the end, rates and 
tithes fall upon the consumer ; 
but farmers and landlords are con- 
sumers as well as others; and, at 
any rate, the rent is lowered in 
proportion te the amount of the 


poor-rates. 
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234. There is, as to the injury 
now to be sustained, a great deal 
of difference between Landlord 
and Tenant. The tenant gets rid 
of his lease in time; but, the 
Landlord cannot get rid of that 
which binds him. If a tenant be 
in debt, or if he be level with’ the 
world, and have a lease three or 
four years old, and that lease have 
some years to run and he be held 
to it, he must be totally rained. 
If a landlord have his estate en- 
cumbered by mortgage, rent- 
charge, annuity, bond, or other 
wise, and to any considerable 
extent, he must be ruined; that 
is to say, if he looks upon /oss of 
estate as constituting ruin. MW 
his estate be wholly unencam- 
bered by private engagements, 
still he must lose it in time, or, he 
must live in a way so low and 
degraded as to make it a question 
with all around him, whether he 
be, or be not, a gentleman ; for, 
observe, he cannot get rid of the 
public encumbrance; that is to 
say, the interest of the debt. He 


cannot, like the farmer, take « 
2T2 
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new lease! He cannot now come 
in afresh with the Fundlord ! 
235. I beg you, my dear Lords 
of the Soil, to keep this in your 
eye! In the eye of those enlight- 
ened minds, that have approved 
of Power-of-imprisonment Bills 
and of Six-Acts! And here let 
me caution you against an error, 
that the general stupidity of the 
farmers is well calculated to lead 
They 


do give rents, and pretty high 


you into. They hang on. 
rents, in many cases, even yet. 
They are reluctant to quit; and 
they are men who know their in- 
terest well, in most cases, and, as 
Mr. Parxe truly ‘said of the 
Quakers, “pursue it with the 
“ steadiness of time and the cer- 
“tainty of death.” But, remem- 
ber what it is to quit a farm; 
remember what it is to sell. off 
stock ; remember what it is for 
a farmer and his family to be 
without occupation. And, above 
all things, remember, that the 
main body of farmers, though so 
keen as to their own particular 


interests, know really nothing of 
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the causes that are at work to 
ruin them. How should they : 
The far greater part of them have 
been bred up amidst paper-money 
and high prices. Scarcely a man 
of them knows, that gold coin was 
once the money of England. 
They have no knowledge of the 
effect of Pecl’s Bill. They think 
that war gave high-prices ancé 
prosperity ; and, if they were to 
read the Report, they would not 
discover their error, though the 
Committee tells us, that the Ame-. 


rican war did not produce high- 


prices, and produced the opposite - 


of prosperity. They do not, in 
short, know any thing at all of 
the causes of the present low 
prices. And, is it, then, any won- 
der, that they should hope, that 
the present prices will not be 
stationary ; and that they should 
take, or keep, farms upon a quite 
inadequate ‘reduction of rent? 
They have nothing to assist their 
judgment. 


They, in’ general; 


read nothing but news-papers, 


and all these, instead of enlight- 


ening them as to these causes, 
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serve only to keep them in the 
dark. 

236. When, therefore, we con- 
sider these circumstances, iS it 
any wonder, that the farmers hang 
on; that they take or keep farms 
in the hope that things will come 
about? Peel’s Bill says, that 
“ things shall not come about ;” 


but the main body of the farmers 


do not understand the language of 


this Bill any more, nor half as 
much, as they understand the 
language of rooks and magpies. 
In short, this is their state: those 
who are renters and are poor will 
be speedily reduced to common 
labourers; those who have any 
thing beforehand will lose it; 
-and this loss going into the Land- 


lord’s pocket, he will not feel his 


real pinch, till the main body of 


the farmers be reduced to some- 
thing very little short of what is 
properly called poverty. + 
237. But, this pinch will come, 
mind, and then the Landlord sinks 
tvo, or loses his estate. It is not to 
be supposed, that the Fundlords 


will come “ with force and arms,” 


_ November 10, 1821. 
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as the law calls it, and put men 
If the estate 


be heavily encumbered, it goes at 


out of their estates. 


If not, the 


thing will work in this way. Here 


once, or very shortly. 


is Sir Boony De Nixcompoor 
with a clear estate of 3,0002. a 
year, and with a couple of sons 
His 
three thousand falls to two, and, 
He will have 
his bread and meat at prices of 
But, Sir Booby 
and “ my Lady” want something 
They 


want servants (a great article!) 


and couple of daughters. 
by-and-by, to one. 
three for one. 
besides bread and meat. 


and their wages will not come 
down with bread and meat. They 
want “ wines;” and they want 
numerous things more than ene 
half of the cost of which is tar; 
and taxes do not fall with rents, 
They want horses and coaches and 
dogs and windows and a house. 
Here the tax remains ‘the’ same, 
though the rent is come down oné- 
third. Sir Booby must come down 
very low indeed, in his way of 
living, orhe must mortgage. But, 


suppose him to come down so low 
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as to live within the thousand! 
That is bad enough. But, what 
is he to do when his daughters are 
marriageable? Will young Fund- 
lords take them off his hands with- 
outa penny! Fundlords are not 
very apt to fall in love with faces. 
And, the-sons, too! No places, 
mind, in times of “ retrench- 
meni!” No war; no posts; no 
commissaryships even to satisfy 
the Borough-voters! Well, there 
the family dives along, till the sons 
are old bachelors and the daugh- 
Sir Booby dies! 
The estate is divided ; that is to 


ters old maids. 


say, sold to some Fundlord ; and, 
away goes the family of the Dz 
Nixcomroors, who “ came in 
with the Conqueror,” and whose 
arms and crests stare you in the 
face outside and inside of the 


Church, on the portal of the alms- 


house and on the sign of the neigh- 


bouring inn ! 

238. This is the march of things. 
This is that profound statesman, 
Castlereagh’s “ general working 
of events.” And, thus, quietly 


and silently, will a revolution be 
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accomplished; as complete, as 
radical, as ever revolution was in 
this world. Nothing can prevent 
this but the speedily taking off of 
about thirty millions of taxes ; 
and that cannot be accomplished 
without a reduction of the interest 
of the debt; and that cannot be 
accomplished without a reform of 
the parliament ! 

239. Now, what do I wish for? 
The latter; and then the family 
of De Nincomproor may remain, 
But, if we 
have not reform first, let us have 


Let the 


revolution come, say 1; for it will 


and. will be harmless. 
no reduction of interest. 


be, not only a thing just in itself; 
but a great blessing to the people. 
These silly, haughty, insolent 
“‘ comers-in with the Conqueror” 
will be pulled down. We shall 
see them, first in a state of degra- 
dation, and then we shall see them 
dispersed, scattered, annihilated 
as persons of authority. The new 
proprietors cannot arrive at their 
pitch of insolence and cruelty for 
ages; and Englishmen will, for a 


century, perhaps, once more know 
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what it is.to exist. without Power- 


ofimprisoument Bills, Six-Acts, 


and Sidmouth’s Circulars. 

240. Lf, indeed, Sir Boosy has 
any share in a Borough, that 
may save his family. The sons 
may, in that case, come in for 
some of the ‘* cheese-parings and 
eandle-ends,” that “‘ retrenchment 
and economy will leave.” As the 
feeders on cheese-parings dimi- 
nish in number, they will become 
select as to quality ; and, we shall 
soon find, that whatever there is 
left of “ good things” will be 
bestowed on those only who have 
a something or other to do with 
that famous affair which the gran- 
nies call ‘‘ the envy of surround- 
ing nations ;” that is to say, they 
will be bestowed on those. who 
have something to give in return. 
The tutors of the Normans, the 
offspring of happy ladies’ maids, 
and those of nurses, confidential 
footmen, or of butlers who are the 
crediters of their masters, must 
take their chance in the world; 
and the good things mast be kept 
for those who have something to 
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give in, return for them: These 
of the Normans who have these 
good things te give im return may 
hold their ground; for they will 
have what “ retrenchment” shal 
leave. But, if, by any chance, 
If they 


give up, for value received, these 


they let go these things. 


precious things to the Fundlords 
(as some of them have,) away they 
go forever. Taking a trip te the 
Continent will not save them long ; 
and, besides, who knows them 
Who will crawl before 


them there ? While the grass is 


there? 


growing up between the steps of 
the door-way of Nincompooy 
Hall; while the Jackdaws are 
breeding in the roof thereof ; while 
the De Nincompoops are living 
‘for their health” in some stink- 
ing hole of France, it is clear 
euough, that the Hares and other 
wild animals, and a great many 
other good things, will fall to the 
share of the people in the neigh~ 
bourhood of Nincompoop Haik: 
They are, in fact, for the time, am 


effectually delivered from their 





petty tyrant as if he were traxs~ 
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ported by due .course of law. 


His going away throws additional 


burden upon those Landlords that 


remain, and this helps to bring 
them down, and to make them 
“ travel” too; so that the thing, 
“the general working of events,” 
will, even in this way, produce 
great relief, ease, comfort and 
quiet to the main body of the 
eople. 

241. So much, then, for the 
assertion of the Committee, that 
prices will not fall so low, and 
that rents will not come down so 
much as some people predict. 
Then, as to the assertion, that 
“ agriculture will not decline,” 
who denies it? But, what is 
meant by agriculture declining ? 
Agriculture does not decline when 
it gives a good living with mode- 
rate labour to all that are engaged 
The English fields and 


meadows are gardens compared 


in it. 


with those of America ; but, where 
the English labourer gets an 
eunce of meat, the American 
labourer gets halfa pound. And, 


im any rational view of things, 
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Agriculture flourishes more there 
than here. 

242. But, T imagine, that’ oti?’ 
Committee have in view’ nothiti¢ 
but the gain of the Landlord and 
And, as 


to this, tgriculture has declined 


that of the Government. 


does decline, and will decline. The 
government, indeed, receives more 
than it did, in reality, for the taxes 
have been more than doubled by 
the rise. in the value of money ; 
but, then, the gain of this goes to 
the Fundlord, the Soldier, the 
Sailor, the Judge, the Placeman, 
the Pensioner, the Grantee, and 
to all who receive money out of 
the taxes. What has been called 
the flourishing of Agriculture has 
arisen, as I have over and over 
again proved, from the robbery 
committed on the labourer by the 
That 


flonrishing has, in great part, 


means of paper-money. 


ceased ; and, if Peel’s Bill go on, 
it must wholly cease; and the 
prices must, as was shown in Let- 
ter VII., come down lower and 
lower, till they be on a level, upon 


an average of years, with those of 
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France... So that, thank God, we 


shall see no more “ flourishing ;” 
and, if we do not, we shall see no 
more; Six-Acts, which, together 
with all the other terrible mea- 
sures of the last thirty years, are 
no more than the natural effects 
or concomitants of “ flourishing.” 

243. It is truly curious to observe 
the “ working of events,” and Iam 
here enticed a little out of my 
How did 
Pitt and his understrappers exult, 


from 1790 to 1800 at the pillaging 


way to observe on it. 


of France by the Seigneurs and 
Priests! How did they brag of 
the barrels of gold and _ silver 
which were shipped from that 
country to England! How rich 
did we become at the expense of 
France ! What malignant, what 
base; what cowardly joy was me 
pressed upon this subject! Very 
well, then, that which we then 
gained, the half-broken-vp Land- 
lords and the half-pay people 
created by the war against France, 
are now carrying back to that 
same France, to avoid the high 


prices and taxes growing out of 
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} 





| 


1106 


Nay, the placemen 
and pensioners and grantees, also 


that war ! 


created by the war, are carrying 


back too, and repaying France 


with double interest! So that, 
every day of our lives, we are en- 
feebling ourselves and strengthen- 
ing our rival, who, unless human 
nature is a liar, can never forgive 
us for the injuries and insults of 
1814 and 1815. And, I beg the 
reader to bear in mind, that" 
America has a fleet, which she 
had not in 1800! 


74-gun ships. As a maritime 


She has now 


state she must desire to put us 
down a step or two. France 
grows in strength hourly. The 
longer the peace, the more are 
we nafit for war. Nothing, in 
short, can prevent the humi- 
liation and utter degradation of 
England, but her ridding herself 
of her debt. This it is that does 
all the mischief. This sends forth 
the bands of taxgatherers ; this 
creates the necessity of'a stand- 
ing army in time of peace; this 
drives the De Nincompoops and 
whole swarms of officers and 
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placemen and pensioners to carry 
the fruit of English labour to 
France ; this drives another and 
better class of persons to carry 
the fruit of that labour to Ame- 
riea; this makes a discontented 
and miserable people; and, it 
does all those things, which every 
good man and sensible man must 
Jament to behold. 

244. The Committee tell us, 
that our prosperity in war has 
added to the capital to feed our 
Alas! for the 


heads in which such an idea could 


agriculture with ! 


have been conceived! But, let us 
quote the Committee once more. 
“* Under such a system, there can 
“be no apprehension that either 
‘“‘will permanently retrograde, 
“* (except in so far as rents may be 
“nominally affected by the re- 
“* sumption of cash payments) or 
““even be for any time station- 
“* ary,—so long as our institutions 
“‘eontinne to afford, to capital 
“and industry, that superior de- 
“gree of security and protection 
** which they have hitherto found 


“‘in this country,—so long as 
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“ public credit and good faith 
“ keep pace with that security and 
* protection, and as we avoid aaty 
‘“¢ course which, in atime of peace, 
“and possibly of improving con- 
‘¢ fidence in the stability of the in- 
‘ stitations of other countries, 
“ might drive capital to seek @ 
‘* more profitable employment in: 


* foreign states.” 


245. Now, in the first place, 


the words -within the parenthesis 
give the Lords of the soil but poor 
comfort. But, the main ‘thing to 
look at here, is, the notion of the 
Committee, that our not keeping 
good faith; that is to say, the 
Landlords and others not paying 
the Fundlords three for one, will’ 
“ drive capital [read money, read’ 
fruit of labour) out of the coun- 
“try to seck a more profitable 
“employment in foreign states.” 
Why, pretty, pretty gentlemen, 
this is just what the debt does! 
This~is just what your “ public 
credit and good faith” are doing! 
What drives Sir booby and “my 
Lady ; ” Parson 
Pinchum and his whole tribe ; - 


what drives 
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what drives these to France with 
their “‘ capital ;” that is to say 
with the fruit of the labour of the 
parish ; what drives them to carry 
this to France? Why, they find 
a “more profitable employment ”’ 
of it there than in England. It 
hides them from richer rivals ; 
and it gives them more food, more 
clothing and more waiting upon 
for their money. And why does 
it give them more? Because 
prices are lower in France than in 
England. And why are they 
lower in France than in England ? 
Beeause money is higher in 
value in France. And why is 
money higher in value in France ! 


Because there are no Rag-men 


there, and no paper-money. And, 


why de we not, then, get rid of 
the paper, and make eur money 
as valuable and our prices as low 
as the money and prices in France! 
Because if we do the whole of 
the rental of the kingdom will fall 
down to less than 20 millions, 
and to collect enough to pay the 
bare interest of the debt will be 
impossible, while not a penny 
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will be left to pay soldier, judge, 
or police-officer ! So- that it ix 
the Debt, and the Army which 
the Debt ‘has engendered and- 
which it now requires to cause it 
to be paid; it is the Debt; it is: 
‘* public credit and good faith” 
that drive away the fruit of the 
labour of the people ; and, what 
absurdity, then, to suppose, that 
they are to be the only means of 
keeping that fruit to emigrate 
ourselves ! 

246. The concluding part of 
the string of propositions, stated 
under No. x1t., at the beginning of 
Letter vir., and in Letter 1. para- 
graph 15, is, that the Landlords 
will be as well off as before the 
late wars against the People of 
France and those of America, I 
have before touched upon this, 
but, let me again here remind the 
Landlords, that they have now a 
large share of 34 millions a year 
to pay on account of debt, and 
army, which they had not to pay 
before the late wars ; and that, as 
I have clearly shown, whatever 


permanent nominal value the 
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lands may have acquired during 
the war, they must now lose; 
because the poor-rates must re- 
main permanently augmented, 
unless wages keep much above the 
mark of 1790. 

247. How, then, is the Land- 
lerd to be placed in the situation 
in which he was in 1790? If 
prices come down and rents come 
down to the standard of 1790, 
the Landlord, like Sir Booby Nin- 
compoop, must dwindle, even if 
his estate be wholly clear, and 
for the reasons before clearly 
stated. it prices do not come 
down quite so low; nay, if they 
stand where they are now, wheat 
on an average, at about 5s. a 
bushel (fora great deal of it is 
wholly unfit to make flour,) and 
wether sheep at about 2s. 8d. a 
stone of eight pounds, and fat hogs 
at about 7s. 6d. a score; if the 
prices were to continue even thus, 
the renis must fall down to the 
standard of 17990. 
mediately, for the reasons that | 


Not just im- 


have before given in this letter; 


> 
but;for those same reasons, down 
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the rents must come in a year or. 
two or three; for, the farmers’ 
heads will grew clear in just,the, 
degree that their purses grow 
empty, So that there is no hope 
for the Landlord, except in: the 
taking off, some how or other, 
of about 30 millions of the taxes ; 
and, as this cannot be done with- 
out a “ breach of public faith ;” 
and, as he is so honest and ‘+ ho- 
nourable” a gentleman, he will,) 
of course, yield, after the manner 
of Srr Boosy, his estate, his armo- 
rial bearings, his manor and. his 
hounds to the Jews and the De, 
Snips. 

248. The next Letter will close’ 
the series, and will be a commen-' 
tary on the REMEDY which the: 
Committee hold out to the Land-) 
lord for his DISTRESS, which I 
shall show to be no remedy at.all, 
but the grossest delusion that ever 
weak mind practised upen ‘itself 
first, and then upon other weak 


minds. 


Wau, COBBETT. 
P.S: There is; I see,'a Mr. 


Tromas Arwoop, a“ Britm:' 
\ 
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Novemper 
magewh ” Banker, figuring away 
inf “the Brunimageuni” news- 
papers} abdut'the effects of Peel’s 
Billy This’ is a brother of ‘the 
A’prwoop, on whose single speech, 
in the “Collective Wisdom,” I 
These 
gentlemen are sporting upon my 
manor, which I hereby desire 


commented in May last. 


them not to do any more without 
leave ; and, I beg them to take 
this as a regular and legal notice, 
which, if they disregard, I shall, 
agreeably to the statute, proceed 
against them as ‘“ malicious tres- 
passers.” When did they, I pray, 
obtain a right to inveigh against 
I have had 


the exclusive enjoyment of this 


the paper-system ? 


right for now nearly twenty years, 
during a great part of which time 
they have been paper - money 
makers. What right have they to 
pretend, that they have discovered 
the effects of Peel’s Bill, when it 
is notorious that I pointed out the 
effects of the Bill, a year before 
the dear good little Bill was born. 
They, indeed, wish to stop the 
Bill, and to get the. paper-mill to 
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work again; but, these “ loyat” 


Brummageumites shall not carry 
this point; if they do they shaft 
be dragged to the feast of the 
Gridiron! Anotier Brummageum 
gentleman wants little shillings ; 
but, he shall not have them. 
No: we will have none of your 
“Brums,” as the bad half-pence 
used tobe called when I was a 
boy. None 6f your ‘ Brums,” 
gentlemen : let us have the Bill, 
the immortal Bill; let us see it go 
into full effect, without a reduction 
of the interest of the debt (tor that 
is the condition, mind!) and then 
[ will surrender myself to be 
broiled alive. We have but a little 
better than a year and a half to 
wait ; nay, only eighteen months. 
from the Ist of November, which 
is now past. I once more beg, 
civilly desire, these Messievrs 
Arrwoops to. desist; to cease 
their unneighbourly, and, I might 
call them, poaching practices. 
If they ask leave, they shall have 
it; but, if they persist in their 
present course, I will visit them 
with that species of punishment 





dils 
which the Jaws of literature award 


to impudent coxcomical plagi- 
arists. 





TO THE 


MONEY HOARDERS. 


No, I, 


My FaRienps, 

Axp your own friends, and 
friends of your country also, let 
me have one more parley with 
you. 

Being now amongst the country 
people, I hear and see a great 
deal, that I should never have: 
heard or seen in that stupefying 
place, London, where the outward 
darkness seems to penetrate into 
‘the skull iiself. Being here 
amongst the fields and the barns, 
and seeing and talking with the 
principal parties in the question 
of Paper against Goli; being 
amongst landlords, farmers, and 
labourers; seeing how the thing 
work:, I am able to give you some 
intelligence that may serve. to 


Te Moyzy-Hosapgus. 


2116 
assist your judgment in the ma~ 
maging of your affairs, 

You know, that.J before stated, 
that , yillaing.were seen in the 
market-towns, who were propa- 


_ | gating the opinion, that the sove- 


reigns were not worth so. shuch 
I find that this in- 
telligence of mine was not only 
perfectly correct ; but that those 
emissaries of a set of villains whe 
ought, long ago,.to have | beem 
hanged, produced some effect. 
And, the other day, a person. ob- 
served to me: ‘They say, that 
** these sovereigns are worth only 
“about sixteen shillings.” dnd 
this I find to be believed by many 
persons. 

Nor are we greatly to wonder 


as a pound. 


at this, if we consider how many 
country Rag-men are deeply ine 
terested in keeping the. paper 
afloat; and especially when we 
consider, that some villains,, whe 
pretended to report accounts of 
trials, represented that venerable 
personage, Mr, Justice Best, ax 
having said, at the last Somerset 
Asaizes, that the “Bank of Engs 
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“than the presen? gold: coin ;” a| the case, the Master of the Mint, 
geonser dibelthanwhich was never,|Mr. Weiitestey Pore (whose 
surely, published since: the art}name has been changed to some- 
of printing was diseovered! ' For, | thing that I forget); he, the Bank- 
here is one of the twelve Judges | Directors, and the Ministers all 
represented as running down the ought to be tried for Aigh-trea- 
king's coim, and, in fact, as accus- json ; for, they would have fal- 
img the government of practising | sified the King’s coi. 

a jraud, a most sweeping fraud,| But, the security of the publie 
apon his Majesty's subjects in | is this: the Bank is compelled by 
his. Majesty’s name and-by means | law to issue, on demand, go!d bars, 
of his royal ‘‘ Image and: super-| of standard quality ; that is te 


serption !” — If:this be not a libel, 


what ist If this be not ‘‘ sedi- | guinea-gold, at 79s. 6d. an ounce. 


tiows,” what is! 

«However, my friends, leaving 
the Government to do what it likes 
with these seditious libellers, we 
have only to reflect a little to be 
convinced; thatthe assertion, put 
inte the mouth of the Judge by 
these news-paper hirelings of the 
Reag-men, is wholly false. In the 
first place, if afy one will put 
twenty good guineas in one scale, 
and twenty-one sovereigns in the 
- other; ‘he ‘will find, that they 
are of exactly the same rweight: 
Bat; then, say the Rag-men, “the 


‘ 


“dand, Notes were more valuable 











gold isnot so fine.” If that were 

































































say, of the same quality as the 











Now, observe, that the ounce of 
guinea-gold, is, at the Mint, worth — 
77s. 103d. So that, upon an 
ounce of gold, there is only 1s. 73d. 
difference. Now, if the sovereigns 
were worth only 16s. ¢ach, how 
soon would the Jews, or the sharp 
Christians, take four sovereigns 
and get an ounce of gold for 
them ; that is to say, 70s. Gd. in 
exchange for four things werth 
only 64s. and get ls. 6d. by the 
bargain? Yet they‘do not do 
this! They might clear forty-six 
pounds ten shillings sterling mu the 
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purchase of every bar of gold, 
‘seeing that the bars weigh sixty 
ounces ! « 

«Now, is there any man inchis 
senses, who believes, that Jews 
and Jew-like Christians would 
remain idle in a case like this! 
Aud yet the great body of the 
country-people believe, that the 
gold is light, or bad. Let them ; 
and profit you from their folly. 
It is, however, no wonder, that 
they should be thus silly, when 
one considers, that it is the interest, 
the deep interest, of all the Rag- 
‘men to deceive them in this re- 


spect. 
underlings now amount to about 


These Rag-men and their 


ten . thousand, exclusive of those 
in London ; and they are stationed 
all over the. country im proportion 
There are as 
many. “bankers,” as- they are 
called, 
churches ! 


a.village, however small, into 


to the population. 


there are parish 


So. that there is not 


as 


which some one or other of these 


deceivers dogs not poke his nose, 
either directly or indirectly. 
Then the press isa capital engine. 


Hoarpers. $120 


The newspapers,’ reviews,..and 
magazines, in, London, are in, the 
power, aud, under. the immediate 
direction, either. of the .THING 
itself, or of persons who are stock- 
jobbers, insurance-sharers, or, at 
the very least, of persons whe 
have an interest in. supportingthe 
And, as to .the 
Country-papers, they are mere 
instruments (generally speaking) 
in the hands of these who earry 


paper-system. 


small concerns of the 
THING ; and, besides, whereis 
there a country, newspaper with- 


on the 


out three country. rag-men clese 
inthe vicinage ! . Ah! .. do,.you 
suppose, then, that a country- 
newspaper proprietor. will dare. to 
say any thing.to enlighten. ts 
readers as to:the real state of the 
Rag. affair! No: these. news- 
papers see, in ‘short, their-osrn 
fall in the fall of ther Rags ;\ and 
they have already felt pretty se- 
verely the effect of the diminution 
of the Rags. There would appear 
to be a. great affinity..between 


| news-papers.. and. .. banksnotes. 


For, besides ‘that both are made 
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of rags, and both false as to the 
Worls imprinted on them; they 
‘have Tisen together, are declining 
together, and will fall together. 
Take away the“ Price of Stocks” 
and the eagerness which jobbers 
have to be informed of what may 
affect their interests, and you take 
away ninety-nine hundredths of 
the motives to the paying of 
people for news-papers. 
‘Nevertheless the paper-money 
will all come down, if Peel’s Bill, 
that rock of our political salvation, 
bé persevered in. It may appear 
strange ; but it is perfectly true, 
that the Lawyers and the Parsons 
are, almost to a man, on the side 
of the paper-money. They “ like 
notes best.” They can see “ no 
use in the gold.” They know very 
well how many unfortunate crea- 
tures the paper brings to the 
gallows. They know, too, all the 
numerous advantages that a real 


money has over a sham money 


They know how dangerous it 
must be for the nation to go on 
to the verge of another war with 
a paper-money, which any nation 
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can counterfeit and pour im upom 
And, yet, they cling to the 
paper-money! If you were to 
ask them their reason, and if they 
clearly saw the reason themselves, 
“We 
‘know that we have done well 


us. 


they would tell you: 


we 
* know, that, as that has swelled 


“in bulk, our power and riches 


“with the paper-money ; 


‘“ have increased ; we know that 


“a paper-money tends to keep the 


‘mass of the people down; we 


‘* know also, that it cannot be got- 
“ten rid of without a Surious 
“ shock happening to the whole 
in that shock, 
“though the millions would gain, 


“system, and, 
“‘ we should lose.” However, the 
far greater part of them have no 
clear idea upon the subject ; have 
no distinct notion as to the final 
effect ; as to how the thing would 
work; as to the manner and de- 
gree in which it would affect them. 
But, they have a sort of vague 
conviction ; a sort of feeling; a 
sort of smell, that this paper- 
money can never go away without 


producing a eins of some 
2 
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sort or ether; and that is what 
they constantly dread. 

Only thiok of the influence of 
these two bodies on the farmers 
and tradesmen ! 

Nevertheless, as I said before, 
Peel’s Bill will do the work in 
spite of Bankers,Parsons,Lawyers 
and Newspapers; for, there are 
the Forgers and there are the 
Jews, and there are the Taxr- 
gatherers. The paper-money must 
keep diminishing in quantity in 
spite of all that can be done by 
all those whose interest it is to 
uphold it, For, though gold find 
its way slowly about the country, 
it will find its way as the Rag-men 
draw in, and draw in they con- 
tinually must. [ observed, some 
Registers back, that, in Cumber- 
land, for instance, there was no 
such thing to be seen as a Sove- 
reign or a Bank of England note ; 
and yet (mark it) the prices had 
fallen in just the same proportion 
as near London, where the paper- 
money no longer is in general cir- 
culation. a 


afi 
Let me stop here, while the 
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thought is in my head, to remark 
how the Government and the Mo- 
ther Bank have been deceived as 
When 
the Act was passed, last Apvril, 


to the demand for gold. 


allowing the Bank to pay in gold, 
the Minister stated, in the “ Col- 
lective Wisdom,” that it was éa- 
tended that the gold should circu- 
late ALONG WITH the one- 
pound notes, which it was nod in- 
tended to withdraw from circula- 
tion! This is very well worth 


keeping in mind. It was farther 


observed by the “ Minister of 


finance” (how we shall laugh at 
these names by-and-by !) that the 
bringing out of the gold would edd 
to the whole quantity of the circu- 
lating medium, and that, thereby, 
a lift would be given to prices ! 
This was most monstrous foolish- 
ness to be sure ; but, we shall pre- 
sently come to the result _ The 
Covrier newspaper, the moment 
the gold appeared, told its readers, 
that the public seemed to be in 
error as to the intention of the act ; 
for, that it was not meant to with- 


draw the one-pound notes from 
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circulation, but only to cause gold at which I broke off about the 


to circulate concurrently with 
them! This clearly shows, that 
the Government and the Bank did 
not expect that the demand for 
gold would be equal in amount to 
the one-pound notes. But, it has 
not only taken all these notes out 
of circulation; it has not only 
made the Bank decline to prose- 
cute forgers of one pound notes ; 
but has now made a large hole 
already in the fives, of which the 
Bank has publicly notified its in- 
tention io issue no more! I beg 
you, my friends, to bear this para- 
graph in mind; and to recollect, 
that forgers can make noughis as 
well as figures of one and of five. 
When there was no gold; when 
there was nothing but paper to be 
had ; when the insolent vagabonds 
poked that in your face, and bid 
you take that, or nothing, there 
was no remedy for the evil ; - but, 
now the forgers will drive people 


to seek security in gold ; and, by 


country Rags. “These wall dimi- 


nish in quantity in every part of 


the country -long before the gold 





reaches the utmost points; and, 
for the reasons that | before gave. 
‘If the country rags were wanted 
only for Aome-use, there would, be 
no cause of diminution, if thepee- 
ple still had faith in them, «and 
prices, if you could cut off .com- 
munication with London, -woukt 
keep up in the distant parts. 

But, there is money wanted to 
send away. ©The landlord wants 
some to take to Lendon, or, now- 
a-days, io Frauce, to help make 
amends fer the: gallant exploits of 
“ Old Biticher” and the rest oi 
them; and, above all, there -is 
money wanted to be sent away 
for the Fundlords and other Tax- 
eaters. Now, country rags will 
not do for these purposes. The 


country ragman must, in these 





cases, provide sovereigns or bank 


i ; . 
‘of England notes! And, how is 


degrees, the paper will and must) he to get these? Wh y, by send- 


disappear. 
- Let me now return to the point 





ing to London for them. And 
how is: he to get them there? By 





2U 2- 





drawing part of his funds out of 
the hands of his London Banker, 
with whom those fimds are lodged. 
And, observe, that, in whatever 
degree he diminishes the amount 
of those funds, he must diminish 
the amount of his circulating 
rags. 

Want of room obliges me to 
break off here, my friends. In 
my next I will give you a clear 
view of the manner in which the 
thing works, a most curious and 
interesting instance of which has 
just offered itself in the collection 
of the Excise Taxes in Hamp- 
shire, at a place not far from 
which I write this Register. 
And you will see by the prices 
that produce is fetching in the 
country how completely impossi- 
ble it is, that the THING should 
long go on in its present course. 

Iam 
Your Friend, 
Ws. COBBETT. 


P.S. In my next I will point 
out how money may be employed 
with perfect safety, if you find 
inconvenience in keeping large 
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sums of gold by you: That isto 
say, unless the ditle shilling, pro- 
ject be, adopted ; for, in, that case, 
there is nothing short of the hoard 
that will secure you. Before ‘I 
conclude I cannot help giving you 
an instance of the consequences 
of, baving country rags in your 
possession. I take it from the 
‘© Durham Chronicle,” which is 
almost the only newspaper in 
which I have ever seen an useful 
hint on the subject. 


To the Editor of the Durham 
Chrontele. 

“ Sin,—I was agreeably sur- 
prised the other day on receiving 
a dividend of tenpence in the pound 
from the Assignees of the Ex- 
change Bank, Newcastle, and 
much gratified at being told that 
5d. or 6d. more would be forth- 
coming: indeed the pleasure I 
received was unbounded, for, said 
I, I have already received eight 
shillings and three-pence in the 
pound, a dividend much beyond 
what I contemplated to obtain, 
considering the great expences 
incurred in getting in the money, 
and working the commission (as 
some persons call the settling of 
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bankrupts’ affairs.) I would no 
donbt: have’ continued: to enter- 
tain this delusive notion, ‘if I had 
not ig a moment of ill-judged 
exultation mentioned the matter 


to our school-master, who: is, said 


by our neighbours to be a eutish | 


chap ; he seemed to amuse him- 
self at my expence, and to con- 
vinee me of my folly, at our next 
meeting told me as follows :— 

‘‘ Suppose you had a one pound 
note of Surtees and Co.’s Bank 


when they. stopped, payment on 


20th. June, 1803, this sum at a 


‘compound interest of 5 per cent. 


would uow amount to 2/. 8s. 83d. ; 
froin this sum deduct the dividends 
received, viz. 


s. d, s. d, 
IMar.1812, 5 5 withint.equaltoS 8 


'] Dec.1818,2.0 do. do. 2 33 


1 Oct.1821, 0 10 do. do. 0 10 
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Thereby losing 1. 16s. 1lid. by 


being the unfortunate possessor of 


a single pound ; it is not unreason- 
able to suppose that money is 


worth 5 per cent, to you, nor at all 


unlikely that a pound in your 


‘hands would have been_as produc- 





tive as I have now stated it: you 
see then a holder of one hundred 
pounds in hone notes would sus- 
tain a loss of 1842. 12s. 9d.!!!” 

I confess I was mach cha- 
grined by this discovery, and could 
not help exclaiming, This is the 
blessed effects of reposing implicit 
confidence in bankers, and a pow- 
erful motive why the public ought 
to be guarded against the recur- 
rence of that dreadful evil—the 


failure of a Country Bank. 
Iam, Xe. 
M. G. 


» 17th October, 1821. 





D 


Such are the effects of trusting 
country rag-men! Yet, those 
effects are right. They are the 
just punishment of those _who 
perversely adhere to, and endea- 
vour to uphold so vile and so 
abominable a system, . The man 
who does his best. to cause other 
men to fall int) temptation to 
commit that for which the punish- 
ment of death is awarded, ough! 
to be ruined. 
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SIR ROBERT WILSON. 


(toe 


Tue fury, the perfect ferocious. 
ness, which my remarks upon 
this subject have excited in the 

breasts of the underlings of the 
Whigs, and especially in the thing 
called the breast of Bott-Smith of 
Liverpool, is the strongest possible 
proof, that I am right and that 
they are wrong. They affect to 
believe, that these remarks have 
had ro weight with the pudlic, 
and that my readers (poor souls !) 
ere nothing. This may be true ; 
but, why, then, be in such a rage 
with me? Why not laugh at efforts 
so wholly impofent! There is one 
man, at Birmingham, who really 
seems mad. Was I wrong, then, 
in authorising a couple of Radicals 
sto take ‘him under the fown-pump 
for half an hour ! Was not that 
a good way to cool him. 
The friends of Sir Roserr say, 
hat hie has confessed his error as 
to Napoleon's poisoning his own 


sick soldiers. What! do you call 





it an error? Tt was simply a 
matter of fect. Sia Roserr 
knew it to be true, or _he did 
not. Ifthe latter, he wrote and 
published a most atrocious charge 
without knowing it to be ‘true ; 
if the fermer, he has been guilty 
of falshood in retracting, or, as 
it is called, confessing his error. 
Bat, “confess his error?” When? 
Where? How? There is his book, 
last edition as well as first edition, 
carrying the abominable falshood 
about the world, and, thanks to 
the fowl-singer or trunk-maker if 
it do not carry it down to pos- 
terity. 

However, after al), I do not 
wish to injure the subscription as 
far as the Whigs are concerned. 
I only want the people not to 
make fools of themselves by giving 
countenance to a thing like this 
while these same Whigs are suf- 
fering a score or two of Reformers 
and their families to rot and starve, 
and while they show more than 
brotherly affection for the- im- 
prisoned Massa Massa Lopez! 
Let the Whigs subscribe ; but, 
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let not the people uphold him who 
voted away an immense .sum of 
their money to the Duke of Cla- 
rence, because the King had been 
kind to his ownfamily. Suppose 
the king were to promote “Glory’s” 
son ; make him commander in a 
‘** disturbed district ;” we shall 
have the Rump swearing, that it 
is quite right for ‘‘Glory” to be 
tseral in voting away our money 
in gratitude for the king’s kind- 


ness! QOh,no! Let the Whigs 


subscribe; but let the people, 


let the public, leave those who live 


5y the sword to abide by the laws 


of the sword. 
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Oct. 30. Tuesday (Evening ) 
Bercuctrre.—Came throngh a 
place called “a park” belong- 
ing to a Mr. Monracue, who is 
now abroad; for the purpose. 
I suppose, of generously assist- 
ing to compensate the French 


people for what they lost by the 





entrance of the Holy Alliance 
Armies into.their country. Of all 
the ridiculous things I ever saw in 
my life this place is the most ridi- 
culous. The house looks like a sort 
of church, in somewhat of a gothic 
style of building, with crosses on 
the tops of different parts of the 
pile. There is a sort of swamp, 
at the foot of a wood, at no great 
distance from the front of the 
house. This swamp has been 
dug out in the middle to show the 
water to the eye; so that there is 
a sort of river, or chain of dimi- 
nutive lakes, going down a little 
valley, about 500 yards long, the 
water proceeding from the soak 
f the higher ground on both 
sides. By the sides of these 
lakes there are little flower gar- 
lens, laid out in the Dutch man- 
ner ; that is to say, cut out into 
ill manner of superficial geo- 
metrical figures. Here is the 
grand en petit, or mock magni- 
ficence, more complete than If 
aver beheld it before. Here is 
. fountain, the bason.- of which 


's not four feet over, and the 
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wafer spout not exceeding the 
pour from a teapot. Here-is a 
bridge over a river ef which a 
child four years old would clear 
the banks ata jump. I could not 
have trusted myself on the bridge 
for fear of the consequences to 
Mr. Montacve ; but I very con- 
veniently stepped over the river, 
In 


another part there was a lion's 


in imitation of the Colossus. 


mouth spouting out water into the 
lake, which was so much like the 
‘ vomiting of a dog, that I could 
almost have pitied the poor Lion. 
In short, such fooleries I never 
before beheld ; but, what I dis- 
liked most was the apparent im- 
piety of a part of these works of 
refined taste. I did not like the 
crosses on the dwelling house ; 
but, in one of the gravel walks, 
we had to pass under a gothic 
arch, with a cross on the top of it, 
and, m the point of the arch a 
niche for a saint or the virgin, the 
figure being gone through the 
lapse of centuries, and the pe- 
destal only remaining, as we so 
frequently see on the outsides of 
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Cathedrals and: of eld: Churches 
and Chapels. But, the goed of 
it was, this gothie arch; disfigured 
by the hand of ald Father Time, 
was composed of Scoteh+fér wood, 
as rotten as a pear; nailed to- 
gether in such a way as to make 
the thing appear, from a distance, 
7 
wonder how long this sickly, this 
I do 


not know who this gentleman is. 


like the remnant of a ruin! 
childish, taste is to remain ? 


I suppose he is some honest per- 
son from the Change or its neigh- 
bourhood ; and that these gothic 
arches are to denote the antiquity 
of his origin! Nota bad plan; 
and, indeed, it is one that I once 
took the liberty to recommend to 
those Fundlords who retire to he 

Bat, 1 never 
the Crucifixes! 


To be sure the Roman Catholic 


country-’squires. 


recommended 


religion may, in England, be con 
sidered as a gentleman's religion, 
it being the most ancient in the 
country ; and, therefore, it is fer- 
tunate for a Fundlord when he 
happens (if he ever do happen) 
to be of that faith. But, for a 
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protestant to hoist crucifixes about 
his ‘house @md. grounds, can ' be 
deemed little else than a. mockery 
of the death of Christ. . This 
gentleman may, for any thing that 
i kuow, be a Catholic; in which 
case I applaud his piety and pity 
his taste. At the end of this scene 
of mock grandeur and mock an- 
tiguity 1 found something more 
rational; namely, some hare- 
hounds, and, in half an hour 
after, we found, and I had the 
first hare-hunt that I had had 
since I wore a smock-frock! We 
killed our hare after good sport, 
and got to Berghclere in the 
evening to a nice farm-house in 
a dell, sheltered from every wind, 
and with plenty of good living ; 
though with no gothic arches made 
of Scotch-fir ! 

Oct, 31. Wednesday.—A_ fine 
day. Too many hares here; but, 
our hunting was. not bad; or, at 
least, it was a great treat to me, 
who used, when a boy, to have 
my legs and thighs so often filled 
with thorns 
the . hounds, 


mm running — after 


anticipating with 
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pretty great certainty, a “‘waling’’ 
of the back at night. We had 
grey-hounds a part of the. day ; 
but the ground on the hills is, so 


flinty, that I do not like the coun- 


try for coursing. . The, dogs’ legs 
are presently cut to pieces. 

Nov. 1. Thursday.—Mr. Bupp 
has Swedish Turnips, Mangel- 
Wurzel, and Cabbages of various 
kinds, transplanted. All are very 
fine indeed. It is impossible to 
make more satisfactory experi- 
ments in transplanting than have 
been made here. Bat, this is not 
a proper place to give a particular 
account of them. I went to see 
the best cultivated parts round 
Newbury; but I saw no spot with 
half the ‘“ feed” that I see here 
upon a spot of similar extent. 

Nov. 2. Friday.—Hursta0urx 
Tarrant, Hanrs.— This place 
is commonly called Uphushaxd, 
which is, I think, as decent a cor- 
ruption of names as one, would 
wish to meet with. However, 
Uphusband the people will have 
it, and Uphusband it shall be for 





me. I came from Berghclere 
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this morning and through the park 
of Lorp Cazrnarvon, at High- 
clere. It is a fine season to look 
at woods. The oaks are still 
covered, the beeches in their best 
dress, the elms yet pretty green, 
and the beautiful ashes only 
beginning to turn off. This is, 
according to my fancy, the pret- 
tiest park that I have ever seen. 
A great variety of hill and dell. 
A good deal of water, and this,.in 
one part, only wants the colours 
of American trees to make it look 
like a “creek;” for the water 
rans along at the foot of a steepish 
hill, thickly covered with trees, 
and the branches of the lower- 
most trees hang down into the 
water and hide the bank com- 
‘pletely. I like this place better 
than Fonthill, Blenheim, Stowe, 
or any other gentleman’s grounds 


The house 1 
did not care about, though it ap- 


that I have seen. 


pears to be large enough to hold 
half a village. The trees are 
very good, and the woods would 
be handsomer if the larches and 


firs were burnt, for which only 
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The great beauty of 
the place is, the dofty downs, as 


they are fit. 


steep, in ‘some places, as the 
roof of a house, which form a 
sort of boundary, in the form of 
a part of a crescent, to about a 
third part of the park, and then 
slope off and get more distant, for 
about half another third part. 
A part of these downs is covered 
with trees, chiefly beech, the colour 
of which, at this season, forms a 
most beautiful contrast with that 
of the down itself, which is so 
green and so smooth! From the 
vale in the park, along which we 
rode, we looked apparently almost 
perpendicularly up at the downs, 
where the trees have extended 
themselves by seed more in some 
places than others, and thereby 
formed numerous salient parts of 
various forms, and, of course, as 
many and as variously formed 
glades. These, which are always 
so beautiful in forests and parks, 
are peculiarly beautiful in this 
lofty situation and with verdure so 
smooth as that of these chalky 
Our horses beat up a 


downs. 
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score or two of hares as we 
crossed ‘the park ;' and, though 


we’ met with no Gothic arches 


“made of Scotch-fir, we saw some- 


thing a great deal befter; namely, 
about forty cows, the most beau- 
tiful that I ever saw as to colour 
at least. They appear to be of 
the Galway-breed. They are 
called, in this country, Lord Caer- 
nurvon’s breed. They have no 
horns, and their colour is a ground 
of white with black or red spots, 
these spots being from the size of 
a plate to that of a crown-piece ; 
and some of them have no 
small spots. These cattle were 
lying down together in the space 
of about an acre of ground ; they 
were in excellent condition, and 
so fine a sight of the kind I never 
saw. Upon leaving the park, and 
coming over the hills to this pretty 
vale of Uphusband, I could not 
help calculating how long it might 
be before some Jew would begin 
to fix his eye upon Highclere, and 
talk of putting out the present 
owner, who, though a Whiy, is 


one of the best of that set of po- 
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jliticians, and who acted a manly 


part in the case of our deeply 
injured and deeply lamented 
Perhaps his Lordship 
thinks, that there is no fear of the 
Bat, does he 


think, that his tenants can sell 


Queen. 


Jews as to him. 


fat hogs at 7s. 6d. a score, and 


pay him more than a third of the 
rent that they have paid him while 
the debt was contracting? E 
know, that such a man does not 
lose his estate at once; but, with- 
out rents, what is the estate? And, 
that the Jews will receive the far 
greater part of his rents is certain, 
unless the interest of the Debt 
be reduced. Lorp Carrnarvow 
told a man, in 1820, that he did 
not like my politics. But, what 
did he mean by my politics? I 
have no politics but such as he 
ought to like. I want to do away 
with that infernal system, which, 
after having beggared and pau- 
perized the Labouring Classes, 
has now, according to the Report, 
made by the Ministers themselves 
to the House of Commons, plung- 


ed the owners of the land them- 
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selves into a state of distress, for 
which those ministers themselves 
can hold out no remedy ! To be 
sure I labour most assiduouely 
to destroy a system of distress and 
misery ; but, is that any reason 
why a Lord should dislike my. po- 
litics? However, dislike, or like, 
them, to them, to those very 
politics, the Lords themselves 
must come at last. And that I 
should exult in this thought, and 
take little pains to disguise my 
exultation, can surprise nobody 


who reflects on what has passed 


within these last twelve years. If 


the Landlords be well ; if things 
be going right with them ; if they 
have fair prospects of happy days; 
then what need they care about 
me and my politics; but, if they 
find themecives in “ distress,” and 
do not know how to get out of it; 
and; if they have been plunged 
into this distress by those who 
“ dislike my politics;” is there 
not some reason for men of sense 
to hesitate a little before they con- 
demn those politics? If no great 
change be wanted ; if things could 
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remain even; then, men. may, 

with some show. of reason, say, 
j sh Pog cr Litt 


that I am disturbing that which 


ought to be let aione. But, if 


things cannot remain as they are ; 
if there must be a great change ; 
is it not folly, and, indeed, is it not 
a species of idiotic perverseness, 
for men to set their faces, without 
rhyme or reason, against what is 
said as to this change, hy me, 
who have, for nearly twenty years, 
been warning the country, of, its 
danger, and foretelling that which 
has now come te pass.and is comr 
ing to pass! .However, . make 
no complaint on this score, Peg 
ple disliking my polities ‘‘ neither 
“ picks my pocket, nor -breaks 
“my leg,” as Jurrerson.said hy 
the writings of the Atheists. Uf 
they be pleased in. disliking yay, 
politics, 1 am .pleased in, liking 
them; and so. we are both énjoyr 
ing ourselves. - If the, country 
want no assistance from me, rem 
quite sure that 1 want mone from 
it. | lt oF 
"Nov. 8:/ Saturday — Fat ‘hogs 


have lately “sold; in ‘this Wage, at 
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NoveMBER 
7s. 6d. a score (but would hardly 
bring that ‘now), that is to say, at 
Ald. ‘a’ pound. The hog is 
weighed whole, when killed and 
dressed. The head and feet are 
included; but, so is the lard. 
Hogs fatted on peas or barley- 
meal may be called the very best 
meat that England contains. At 
Salisbury (only about 20 miles 
off} fat hogs sell for 5s. to 
But, then, ob- 
serve, these are dairy hogs, which 


4s. 6d. a score. 


aré not nearly so good in quality 
as’ the corn-fed hogs. But, I 
shall probably hear more about 
thes¢ prices as I get further 
towards the West. Some wheat 
has been sold at Newbury-market 
for 62: a load (40 bushels ;) that 
is at 3s. a bushel. A considerable 
part of the crop is wholly unfit 
for bread flour, and is not equal 
in value to good barley. In not 
a few instances the wheat has been 
carried into the gate, or yard, and 
thrown down to be made dung of. 
So that, if we were to take the 
average; it would notexceed, I am 
convinced, 5s...a bushel.in this 
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part of the country ; and the 
average of all England would not, 
perhaps, exceed 4s. or 3s. 6d. a 
bushel. However, Lorp Liver- 
poo. has got a bad harvest at 
last! That remedy has been 
applied! Somebody sent me 
sometime ago, that stupid news- 
paper, calledthe Morning Herald, 
in which its readers were reminded 
of my “* false prophecies,” I hay- 
ing (as this papersaid) foretold that 
wheat would be at two shillings 
a bushel before Christmas. These 


gentlemen of the “ respecta- 


ble part of the press” do not 
mind lying a little upon a pinch.* 
What I said was this : that, if the 
crop were good and the har- 
vest fine, and gold continued to 
be paid at the Bank, we should 


see wheat at four, not two, shil- 





* See Walter's “ Times” of 
Tuesday last, for the following - 
‘* Mr. Cobbett has thrown open the 
front of his house at Kensington, where 
he proposes to sell meat at a reduced 
price.” 
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lings a bushel before Christmas. 
Now, the crop was;immany parts, 
very much blighted, and the har- 
vest was very bad .indeed ; and 
yet the average of England, in- 
cluding that which is destroyed, 
or not brought to market at all, 
will not exceed 4s. a bushel. A 
farmer told me, the other day, 
that he got so little offered for 
some of his wheat, that he was 
resolved not to take any more of 
it to market ; but to give it to hogs. 
Therefore, in speaking of the price 
of wheat, you are to take in the 
unsold as well as the sold; that 
which fetches nothing as well as 
that which is sold at high price.— 
I see, in the Irish papers, which 
have overtaken me on my way, 
that the system is working the 
Agriculturasses in “ the sister- 


kingdom” too! 
paragraph will show that the re- 


The following 


smedy of a bad harvest has not 
done our dear sister much good. 
*‘A very numerous meeting of 
“‘the Kildare Farming . Society 
*‘met at Naas on the 24th inst. 
“the Duke of Leinster in the 
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“ Chair; Robert de la: Touche, 
“Esq. M.P. Vice President. 
“ Nothing can more _ strongly 
“prove the BADNESS OF 
“THE TIMES; and very unfar- 
“* tunate state of the country, than 
“the necessity in which the So- 
“ ciety finds itself of discontinu- 
“ing its premiums, from its pre- 
“ gent want of funds. The best 
‘* members of the farming classes 
“ have got so much in arrear in 
“their subscriptions that they 
“ have declined to appear or to 
“ dine with their neighbours, and 
‘“‘ general depression damps the 
“‘ spirit of the most industrious and 
‘* hitherto prosperous cultivators.” 
You are mistaken, Pat; it is not 
the times any more than it is the 
stars. Bobadil, you know, im- 
puted his beating to the planets : 
‘* planet-siricken, by the foot of 
“ Pharaoh!”—“ No,Captain,” says 
Welldon, “ indeed it was a stick.” 
It is not the times, dear Patrick - 
it is the government, who having 
first contracted a great debt in 
depreciated money, are now com- 
pelling you to pay the infegest at 
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the rate of three for one. Whe- 
ther this be right, or wrong, the 
Agriculturasses best know : it is 
much more their affair than it is 
mine ; but, be you well assured, 
that they are ouly at the beginning 


of their sorrows. Ah! Patrick, 


' whoever shall live only a few 


years will see a grand change in 
your state! Something a Jittle 
more rational than “ Catholic 
Emancipation” will take place, 
or Iam the most deceived of all 
This Debt is your 


best, and, indeed, your only 


mankind. 


friend. It must, at last, give the 
THING a shake, such as it never 
had before.—The accounts which 
my country newspapers give of 
the failure of farmers are perfectly 
dismal. In many, many instances 
they have put an end to their 
existence, as the poor deluded 
creatures did who had been ruined 
by the South Sea Bubble! I 
cannot help feeling for these peo- 
ple, for whom my birth, education, 
taste and habits give me so strong 
a partiality. Who can help feel- 


ing for their wives and children, 
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hurled down headlong from af- 


fluence to misery in the space of 
a few. months! Become all of a 
sudden the mockery of these 
whom they compelled, perhaps, to 
cringe before them! If the La- 
bourers exult, one cannot say that 
it is unnatural. Hf Reason have 
her fair sway, I am -exempted 
from all pain upon this occasion. 
I have done my best to prevent 
these calamities. Those farmers 
who have attended to me are safe 
while the storm rages. My en- 
deavours to stop the evil in-time 
cost me the earnings of twenty 
long years! I did not sink, no, 
nor bend, beneath the heavy and 
reiterated blows of the accursed 
system, which I have dealt back 
blow for blow ; and, blessed be 
God, I now see it reel! It is 
staggering about like a sheep with 
water in tae head: turning its pate 
up on one side: seeming to listen, 
but has no hearing: seeming to 
look, but has no sight: one day 
it capers and dances: the next it 
mopes and seems ready to die. It 


will live long enough yet, how- 
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ever, to make thousands upon 
thousands hang themselves or cut 
their throats. 





ANDRE'S BONES. 


-_- ——- 


‘Tuese bones keep very snug ! 
I shall be obliged to any one, who 
will give me information of their 
final interment, or of any cireum- 


stance belonging to them. 


Anprié’s Bones. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





For several letters and news- 
papers I return my best thanks. 
I will, in my next, or as soon as 
I can, profit from these; and. 
especially from what my corres- 
pondent says about the miserable 
trickery in the affair of Sir Robert 
Wilson, which, however, is seen 


through by all sensible persons. 
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LIST 
OF 
Mr. COBBETT’S PUBLICATIONS. 


TO BE HAD AT 


No, 1 , Clement's Tim, Serena. London. 





AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE: 
or, an Accotnt of the Manner in| 
which the,/Slaye Dealers take Free 
People from some of the United 
States of America, and carry them 
aw&y, and sellthem as Slaves in 
other of the States ; and of the hor- 
rible Cruelties practised in the car- 
rying on of this most infamous 
traffic: ‘with Reflections on the 
Project for forming a Colony. of 
American, Blacks in Africa, and 
certain Documents respecting that 
Project. By Jesse Torrey, Jun. 
Physician. With Five Plates.— 
Price 2s, in boards. 


COTTAGE ECONOMY .— Num- 
ber 2 of this little work contains a 
PLATE, representing the BREW- 
ING MACHINE in all its parts, 
accompanied with explanations of 
their several uses in the process of 
brewing, together with a statement 
of the different prices of the Machine 
inits various sizes—-Four editions of 
the first Number have been pub- 
lished, and a fifth is in the press. 
The Fourth Number is just pub- 
lished. 


COBBETT’S SERMONS.— 
Published om the first day of svery 


10, 1821. 


month, price 3d. and of which nine 
numbers are already published. 


No. 1.  Naboth’s Vineyard, or ° 


“ God’s Vengeance against Cruelty 
“and Hypocrisy."—No. 2. * The 


«« Sin of Drunkenness in Kings, Priests 


“and People.”"—No.3. “ The Fall 
*« of Judas, or God’s Vengeance against 
“ Bribery."—No. 4. “ The Rights 
“ of the Poor, and the Punishment of 
“ Oppressors.” —No. 5. “ God’s 


4 Judgment on unjust Judges.”-—No.6. 


“ The Sluggard.”—No.7. ‘“ God's 
“ Vengeance against Murdcrers.”— 
No. 8. “ The Gamester."—No. 9. 
““ God’s Vengeance against Public 
“ Robbers.” | 


COBBETT’S YEAR’S RESI- 


DENCE IN AMERICA.—A. thick — 


Octavo Volume, price 10s. in boards. 
Intended for the use of all those 
who wish to know what America 
really is. It consists of a deserip- 
tion of the country, its inhabitants, 
climate and soil. Its productions, 
also, are copiously treated of, in 
whick the author has introduced 
many valuable experiments of his 
own. 


COBBETT’S GRAMMAR, a 
new and neat edition, price 2s. 6d. 
bound in boards. It was intended 
for the use of young persons in ge- 
neral, and especially for the use of 
soldiers, sailors, apprentices and 
ploughboys; buat, the author has 
discovered, (in rather an odd man- 
mes) thad ris ks greet rege asmomges 


| 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


“* statesmen ;” and God knows, it 
was not before it was wanted by 
them ! 


The Preliminary part of PAPER 
AGAINST GOLD.—The main ob- 
ject of which is to shew the Justick 
and Necessity of reducing the In- 
terest of that which is called the 
NATIONAL Debt, in order to rescue 
the rightful Proprietors of the land 
from the grasp of the devouring 
race engendered by Paper Moncy. 


*“ PAPER AGAINST GOLD.” 
—A new edition of this work is now 
published, price 5s. in boards. It 
contains a full exposure ofthe mys- 
tery of the Bank, the Fund and the 
Paper-system. 


Stereotype Edit. ‘‘ The AMERICAN 
“ GARDENER; or, a treatise on the 
** situation, soil, fencing and lay- 
‘* ing-out of Gardens; on the mak- 
‘‘ing and managing of Hot-beds 
‘and Green-houses; and on -the 
** Propagation and Cultivation of 
** the several sorts of Table-Vege- 
* tables, Herbs, Fruits, and Flow- 


“ers.” Price 5s. 





An Appeal to every part of the 
Public but Public Robbers. 





The Societies, which denominate 
themselves, a Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice, and a Constitu- 





tional Association, having, through 
their organ the New Times news- 
paper, avowed their union and 
determination to shut up the 
shop 55, Fleet-street, if possible, 
“ R. Carlile pledges himself that 
“he will so far make a stand 
“against them, as to defeat and 
‘‘annihilate them, if the honest 
‘“‘ part of the Public who are most 
“interested in the issue will give 
“him a fair and liberal support. 
“Money is the sinew of this “ 
“well as a less honourable war- 
“ fare, and R. C. feels assured that 
“‘ one tenth part of the money, which 
“those two Societies will have 
“to spend, will enable him effec- 
*‘ tually to defeat the whole gang. 
“R,C. has struggled on during 
‘‘an imprisonment of twenty-one 
‘months, and as there are but 
“‘ fifteen months remaining of the 
“ period allotted him for imprison- 
‘ment, he feels assured that the 
** support which he now asks from 
“the Public will enable 
“triumph over all conspirators 


him to 


‘“‘ against ithe Press being made an 
“useful instrument. This is his 
** first appeal to the Public, and 
“ will be the last: As an individual 
** he will continue to do his utmost ; 
** as an instrument in the hands of 
*‘ an honest public he will support 
* their wishes and exertions as far 
“as that public will support him, 
“‘ There are two ways to which he 
** looks for support, by a liberal pur- 
*“ chase and circulation of his pub- 
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“‘ lications, and by a subscription. 
** Either way that shall prove suffi- 
** cient will be to him equally satis- 
** factory. His expenses at present 
*‘ are extremely heavy to meet the 
** prosecutions which have already 
* come against him, and he is not 
** in a condition to meet a further 
“expense without the assistance 
“‘ he now solicits and feels himself 
** entitled to.” 

Dorchester Gaol, August 28, 1821. 


Subscriptions received at 55, 
Fleet-street; and at Dorchester 
Gaol. 


The following Sums have been 
received during his imprisonment, 
from the respective places, for 
which R. C. returns thanks, and 
flatters himself that they have been 
well applied. 


Sa & 
Ashton-under-Line....... 310 0 
Birmingham............. 512 6 
Blackheath, Greenwich and 
Deptford .......0.+00- 4 9 6 
Bradford, Yorkshire ...... 29 0 
CINE so ccc cccvccces 10 0 
TUNERS cebesteasenes 013 0 





Crayford...-+sseosesssoese LIL O° 
Edinburgh.........+.+... 12 0 0 
SED Rep csseéacadces 510 0 
Glodwick, Lancashire .... 1 0 0 
Hambledon, Hants....... 1 0 0 
Hollinwood, Lancashire... 2 0 0 
Island of Jamaica........ 2 0 0 
Mss satensé geevaedes .20 8 1 
EMM. cvcccccccqeccccsse £ OS 
Ps a 
Manchester ....cc.csscoee 28 9 Y 
Norwich........ desccsuns Bw 
Nottingham............« 713 4 
Oldham, Lancashire ..... 2 0 0 
POCUIER iccccccccessccce » § 19°8 
Pulborough......... cooce FO @ 
Richmond, Yorkshire..... 1 0 0 
Sheffield... .ccccsce ccoee 9 50 
Stockport.....ssseseeseee 5 7 ING 
Wisbeach..... Veosvdcstove’. @ M70 
Winchester........s0..+. 2 0 0 
London and its vicinity., .167 15 0 
£291 12 14 





A Meeting will take place on 
Monday next, at the Paul’s Head, 
Cateaton Street, in furtherance of 
the above object. The Chairto be 


taken at7 o’clock. 
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